
 

THE FISHER FLYER  

Mon 2 Feb – Fri 6 Feb 2026 GOLD WEEK 

DAY Assembly  Activities  

Monday 2 Y7—Mr C Hawthorne—NUL Council  

Tuesday 3 Y8 —Mr C Hawthorne  

Wednesday 4  Y9 —Mr C Hawthorne—Harper / Keele Vet  

Thursday 5 Y10 —Mr C Hawthorne  

Friday 6 Y12 & 13 —Mr C Hawthorne  

Dear Parents, Carers, Learners and Governors 

As we move through another busy and positive week at St John Fisher Catholic College, I would like to share 
some highlights from across our school community. 

Today, we were delighted to welcome our Regional Governors into school. It was a real pleasure to share with 
them the continued progress, strong culture and growing positivity that we see every day across our school. 
This visit reflected one of the St Gabriel the Archangel Trust characteristics, standing in God’s presence 
with confidence and humility,  

As we openly shared both our successes and our next steps. I would also like to offer sincere thanks to all our 
local and regional governors for their ongoing service, commitment and dedication, not only to our school, but 
to all schools within the St Gabriel the Archangel Catholic Multi Academy Trust. Their work truly reflects the 
Trust characteristic of serving a mission greater than ourselves. 

We are incredibly proud of four wonderful Year 7 girls who recently visited Angela Beardmore Dance School 
this week, where they took part in a dance masterclass alongside learners from other schools across our Trust. The girls repre-
sented St John Fisher superbly, showing confidence, enthusiasm and a willingness to learn, a wonderful example of the Trust char-
acteristic speaking with peace and courage as they stepped beyond their comfort zones. 

We are delighted to share that 64 of our Year 13 learners have now submitted their UCAS university applications. Even more en-
couragingly, 11 learners have already received offers, including applications to 13 Russell Group universities. This clearly demon-
strates the ambition and belief our learners have in their futures, strongly reflecting the Trust characteristic believing that with 
God, nothing is impossible. 

The week beginning February 9th is National Apprenticeship Week, providing an important opportunity to support learners in ex-
ploring a wide range of future pathways. This work aligns closely with the SGtA characteristic of serving a mission greater than 
ourselves, helping learners prepare for meaningful and fulfilling futures. 

Planned activities include: 

Monday 9th February : Whole-school apprenticeships webinar  

Monday 9th February : Stoke City Apprenticeships Workshop with the Year 10 PE group 

Tuesday 10th February : Apprenticeships Expo at Stoke City for 15 learners  

Tuesday 10th February : RAF Apprenticeships Webinar for some learners 

Wednesday 11th February : Wednesday Work with an apprenticeships focus 

Wednesday 11th February : 6–7pm Parent/Carer Apprenticeships Webinar (A link will be sent out in advance) 

Also, looking to the future, we warmly invite parents and carers to join us for our Parent/Carer Coffee Afternoon on Thursday 
12th February at 2:30pm. During the afternoon, some of our wonderful learners will deliver a short presentation about Fisher 
Wellbeing, alongside Mrs O’Brien, our Senior Mental Health Lead. This event reflects the Trust characteristic of listening with 
love, as we continue to work closely with families to support the wellbeing of every learner. Please email Mrs O ’Brien to RSVP- we 
would love to welcome you. 

Finally, today is my mother’s birthday. I gained all of my brains from my mother and my grey hair and sense of humour from my 
father-so he’s to blame for that! I know that she reads this newsletter from afar so happy Birthday Mam! (your present is in the 
post!). Thanks to all parents and carers for the constant love and support they provide their children (young and old!).  

Thank you, as always, for your continued support of our school and for walking alongside us as we live out our shared mission and 
Trust values. 

God bless 

Mr Murray—headteacher 
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10 children's and teen books becoming TV shows and  
movies in 2026 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/resources/find-resources/10-
childrens-and-teen-books-becoming-tv-shows-and-movies-in-
2026/?
utm_source=clickdimensions&utm_medium=email&utm_campai
gn=families_newsletter&utm_content=box2_jan2026&_cldee
=vGIjJMR2cKDYBedFeB_sILB-
8C_ARMEajEhjOtCQFv9wssYcredLIQEObFfdwEFL&recipien
tid=contact-4f3f9a9ab683e711811ee0071b659051-
a04697f4b48e4bfc859d46713e4cc3e5&esid=5db53812-32f1
-f011-8406-000d3ab7b8f3 

I always recommend to read the book first! 

Click on the link above to find out more, and to see some 
sneak peak trailers too! Which are you looking forward to? 
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Maths Faculty News 

Equipment Reminder  

Maths equipment for all lessons should be a black pen ruler 
pencil. A Scientific calculator may be needed as well as 

sometimes a compass and protractor . Geometry sets can be 
brought for £1 as can pens and pencils for 10p.  

All items are now on Arbor such as calculators and revision 
guides for Year 10 and 6th Form  

Revision materials for GCSE and A level  

With mocks coming up after half term for Y11 and  Y13 make 
sure they make us of  

GCSE https://padlet.com/MathsSJFCC/gcse-maths-y10-y11-
o4rsoamiqlr 

A level https://padlet.com/MathsSJFCC/a-level-a-level-
further-maths-padlet-89u6sc1qxci1rgt9 

Intermediate Maths Challenge has taken place this week for 
9FM 11FM and 10FM  

We await the results  

Here is a sample Question from last year’s challenge below. 

 

All previous maths challenge papers are available online  

https://ukmt.org.uk/competition-papers 

Parent/Carer Coffee Afternoon  
 
We warmly invite you to join us on Thursday 12th February 
at 2:30pm for our Parent/Carer Coffee Afternoon! 
 
Some of our wonderful learners will be delivering a short 
presentation about our Fisher Wellbeing Provision giving you 
a chance to find out more about our whole school approach 
to mental health and wellbeing and ask any questions you 
may have. 
 
RSVP please! 
 
If you’re hoping to join us, please let our Senior Mental 
Health Lead know:  aobrien@ctkcc.co.uk 
 
We look forward to seeing you there! 

https://padlet.com/MathsSJFCC/gcse-maths-y10-y11-o4rsoamiqlr
https://padlet.com/MathsSJFCC/gcse-maths-y10-y11-o4rsoamiqlr
https://padlet.com/MathsSJFCC/a-level-a-level-further-maths-padlet-89u6sc1qxci1rgt9
https://padlet.com/MathsSJFCC/a-level-a-level-further-maths-padlet-89u6sc1qxci1rgt9
https://ukmt.org.uk/competition-papers


 

 Support for families 
  
With times as challenging as they are currently, please take a 
moment to check whether your child is entitled to help 
with school meals at lunch time. Eligibility also affects 
the school budget allowing for further provision and support 
for learners who require it.  
There is a link below to check eligibility 
for free school meals and to apply. Please apply, even if you 
intend to send your child with a packed lunch as further ben-
efits do support us as a school. 
We can also help you to check and apply - please phone 
the school office. 
Please let school know as soon as your entitlement has been 
confirmed. 
  
Parents of new starters: if your child has moved from a 
school in a different Local Authority, including Stoke-on 
Trent,  their free school meal entitlement doesn't automati-
cally transfer. Please use the link to apply through Stafford-
shire.  
There are no changes and no need to do anything if a 
child already receives free school meals at St John Fisher 
  
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-
awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx 
  
Apply for Free School Meals 
  
The number of children who are registered for free school 
meals affects our school in a very important way. Our school 
receives extra money in our budget for every child regis-
tered for free school meals entitlement, not just for the 
meals, but also for pupil premium funding. 
We use pupil premium funding in school in a variety of ways: 
subsidising school visits, music lessons, uniform, bus passes, 
textbooks at KS4 or subject consumables. This is not an ex-
haustive list, but an indication of how we can further support 
your child financially if pupil premium funding is allocated. 
The greater the number of children registered the more ex-
tra money our budget receives. There is no stigma attached 
to receiving free school meals, and even if you qualify, your 
child does not have to have school meals if you prefer alter-
native lunch arrangements. If you think you may qualify for 
free school meals, please use the link below to apply online. 
You may be entitled if you are in receipt of: 
·         Income Support 
·         income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
·         income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
·         support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum 
Act 1999 
·         the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 
·         Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to 
Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no 
more than £16,190) 
·         Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after 
you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 
·         Universal Credit – provided you have an annual net in-
come of no more that £7,400 as assessed by earnings from 
up to 3 of the most recent assessment periods (not including 
any benefits you get) 
  
Please consider completing the online application if you feel 
you may be entitled as it can both support your child but also 
the school 
  
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-
awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply-online.aspx


  



  


