
  

Welcome to our spring 2 reading newsletter. We hope to keep you informed about what the 

children are reading at school, let you know some of the fantastic opportunities we provide for 

our children and  how we are dedicated to promote a love of reading. 

 

On Thursday 2nd March, we celebrated World Book Day! 
Take a look at what we have been up to... 

It was lovely to see so many of 

our St Mary’s families attend 

our Big Booky Breakfast to 

kick start our World Book Day 

celebrations. We even got a  

surprise visit from Clifford —

the big, red dog! 



  

Story Hunt 

As part of our World Book Day celebrations, the children took part in an outdoor story hunt. 

They were challenged to  use the clues to help them to name the book titles and authors. 

Redesigning Book Covers 

Take a look at some of our 

own book cover designs for 

our favourite books.  

Well done to our superstar  

winners, who won a book for 

their fabulous,  

innovative  

designs. 

Book In a Box Competition 

Over the half term, the children were set a challenge to recreate a scene from 

their favourite book, in a box. These masterpieces were judged and bronze, 

silver and gold prizes were awarded. We were absolutely blown away by the 

high standard of the entries! 



  

 

February challenge—sponsored read 

During the month of February, the children at St Mary’s took part in a sponsored read challenge. 

The target for children in KS1 was to read 500 pages and the target for KS2 was 1,000 pages! 

 

Well done to our winners for the most pages read. In KS1, the winners were: Leroy and Caitlin. In 

KS2, the winners were: Pippa, Maria, Jeevan and Rhys. 

 

A huge thank you goes out to Caitlin, Pippa and Charlie for raising the most amount of money  

individually. As a school, we raised an outstanding £900, which will go towards our Easter  

pantomime.  

Well done to Akshita, Janetta and Sabrina, in Year 5,  

and Johan, in Year 6, who have become word  

millionaires this half term! Reading one 

million words is a massive achievement! 

Well done! 

A massive congratulations to Jessica, in Year 5, who 

has read over two million words since the start of 

this school year! Wow -  how incredible is that?  



New Children’s Books we love 

9+ years         7+ years             9+ years              5+years      3+ years 

 

Each half term, we will include some questions 

that you could ask your child, focusing on one  

area of reading comprehension (VIPERS). 

Inferences can be made by looking for clues in 

the text.  

 Why is the text arranged in this way? 

 What effect does ____ have on the  
           audience? 
 How are these sections linked? 

 What is the purpose of this text feature? 

 

  

KS1 Author of 

the Month 

Roald Dahl 

 

 

 

KS2 Current  

Author of the 

Week 

Ross Mackenzie 

 

 

Explain 

 

KS2 recommended reads...  

EÀĀÎĴ ÀĀ 8ÀĚġÙĖ ĖÙÀÓíĀç ÎëÀúúÙĀçÙˑ 



  

Poetry Corner 

 

 

3-5 years 

 

 

5-7 years 

 

 

 

7-9 

years 

 

 

 

9-11 

years 

Storytime Online 
Why not have a listen to these stories 

read by their very own authors and  

illustrators! 

What we are currently reading? 

Coming up next half term… 

KS1 and KS2 Newcastle Library 
visits  

 
23rd April -  William Shakespeareõs 

birthday 
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